
  

APPENDIX A: 
 

ARCHITECTURAL LEGACY OF GRASS VALLEY 
 
 
 
The transcendent architecture of the City of Grass Valley reveals, perhaps better than 
anything else, the fabric that characterizes the community’s cultural and economic 
history. While Grass Valley’s architecture at first glance may appear to be representative 
of many other gold rush era towns, at closer examination it is apparent that Grass Valley 
developed its own rather unique style. This style was, in part, a consequence of its 
working-class community, as compared to Nevada City, and its workforce, many 
employed as laborers in the area’s quartz mining industry.  
 
It is also apparent that prior to the 1950s, the city’s architectural heritage retained a high 
level of continuity. It was not until after 1950 that the city witnessed radical changes to 
its residential and business neighborhoods, that often-times included ill-conceived 
remodeling, new infill, or demolition. Even so, the city still retains a large stock of pre-
1900s buildings and structures. 
 
 
Architectural Periods & Styles 
 
A variety of historic house styles contribute to Grass Valley’s architectural diversity. 
Admirers of old houses will observe that although some houses are stylistically pure and 
easy to characterize, many are vernacular and exhibit features of several styles and time 
periods. Like food and fashion, houses were a cultural index of wealth and sophistication. 
Hence, alterations and additions over the years reflect the changing social fabric of the 
community, wealth, prestige, and expanding households.  
 
New house forms were introduced in urban areas and were often slow to “catch on” in 
rural areas. House styles that were the height of fashion in San Francisco and Sacramento 
may not be well represented in Grass Valley, yet a number of exuberant homes were built 
in the city displaying high style architecture and expressing the owner’s affluence. There 
were seven predominant styles of architecture identified in Grass, as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Brick or Wood Front Commercial Buildings (1850-1900) 

Brick or Wood Front Commercial buildings were constructed throughout the Mother 
Lode beginning in the 1850s. Variations include an iron-front or iron and brick-front 
façade; Italianate façade; a classically-inspired brick, stone, or stucco-faced façade; 
arcaded blocks; and false-front designs. All these variation applied to commercial 
architecture in the Mother Lode have their antecedents in the Northeast and the Mid-
West. Each design could be adapted individually, and in groupings, often-times sharing a 
common wall. Character defining features include 1-3 stories in height, 3-5 bays, 
classical detailing, brick and iron cladding and decoration, a flat roof with a parapet, 
columns, decorative pilasters, dentils, cornices, double-entrance doors, deeply-set 
windows, iron shutters, store-front windows, bays, a continuous sill, corbelling, oriels, 
belt courses, round or arched windows, and in the case of false-front designs, a gable roof 
behind the front parapet. Parapets often varied from a stepped gable, semi-circular gable, 
pedimented stepped gable, to a triangular pediment. 

 

 

Figure 1: Group of commercial brick or stucco over brick ca. 1850s-1870s storefronts along W. Main 
Street. Note the scale of each building, the rows of brick dentils below the cornice, the flat parapet roofs, 
wide groupings of storefront windows, and modern awnings. 

 



  

Gold Rush/Mother Lode Residential Vernacular (1849-1856) 

Gold Rush or Mother Lode Vernacular architecture is generally derived from pre-
fabricated house or design plans brought to California from the East Coast, particularly 
New England. The architectural style generally lacks the ornamentation exhibited in 
styles such as Italianate, Empire, and Queen Anne. Key character defining features 
include wrap-around porches or verandas, modest ornamentation, clapboard or horizontal 
ship-lap siding (generally added later), moderate to steep gabled roofs, many with 
intersecting gables, symmetrical facades, boxed eaves, one to two-stories high, 6 over 6 
or 4 over 4 light double-hung wood-sash windows, and paneled wood doors. 

  

 
 
Figure 2: View looking north at the Coleman house as the corner of Neal and S. School Street. The 
Coleman House exhibits many of the classic architectural elements of the Gold Rush Vernacular style. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Greek Revival (1849-1860) 

The Greek Revival style was based on the architecture of classic Greek temples and grew 
from an increasing interest in classical buildings in western Europe and America. It was 
known as the “National Style” in America between 1830 and 1850 because of its 
nationwide predominance and popularity. Massachusetts architect-carpenter Benjamin 
Asher (1773–1845) is credited with disseminating the Greek Revival style through his 
influential house plan books. 

The characteristic element shared by virtually all Greek Revival buildings is the wide 
band of trim below the cornice, representing the classical entablature. Other defining 
features include pilasters or paneled trim at the building corners, flat-roofed entry porches 
supported by round or square columns, and door surrounds that include a transom and 
sidelights. The sidelights on Greek Revival houses are characteristically nearly door-
height versus the partial-height sidelights seen on Federal houses. Windows typically 
have 6/6 sash with decorative, often pedimented, crowns. Corner squares are often seen 
on window surrounds. Palladian windows are absent on Greek Revival buildings. The 
most enduring innovation of the Greek Revival period was the introduction of the front-
gabled house, in which the gable end is turned 90 degrees to face the street. Elaborate 
examples feature a full-height, full-width colonnaded porch that presents a temple-like 
façade.  

 

Figure 3: This house in the Nob Hill neighborhood along W. Main Street likely began its life as a Greek 
Revival design. The closed-pedimented upper gable is clearly influenced by Greek Revival design, as is the 
frieze below the gable, and the overall form or massing of the building. 



  

Gothic Revival (1840–1880) 

The Gothic Revival style, less popular nationally than the competing Greek Revival and 
Italianate styles, was used primarily for churches, colleges, and rural houses. Steeply 
pitched roofs, cross gables, and lacy vergeboards (gable trim, also called bargeboards) are 
the signatures of Gothic Revival houses. The most common plan is symmetrical with a 
central cross gable and a one-story porch. Typical features include hood molds over 
pointed arched or rectangular windows and doors, towers, and bay windows. 

 

 

Figure 4: View looking northwest at Mt. St. Mary’s Academy Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Italianate (1850–1885) 

The Italianate style was loosely based on rural Italian farmhouses with their characteristic 
square towers. Sometimes called the “Bracketed Style,” its most obvious distinguishing 
feature is the use of widely spaced ornamental brackets, single or in pairs, supporting the 
cornice eaves. Almost always two or three stories in height, Italianate houses have low-
pitched roofs with wide, overhanging eaves. Windows are generally tall, narrow, and 
curved or arched with elaborate crowns; paired and triple windows are common. Doors 
are often double with heavy molding. Italianate was the most popular house style in 
America in the 1860s and 70s. 

 

 

Figure 5: Italianate house in the Nob Hill area of W. Main Street . This home’s architectural elements 
overlap with later Stick style architecture, particularly the use of oversize brackets below the roof cornice.  
The overall form, however, reflects Italianate design, such as the three-sided bay window.  Transition 
homes like this can be found throughout Grass Valley. 

 

 

 



  

Stick Style Architecture 1880-1890 

Inspired by medieval English building traditions, the Stick style provided a transition 
from the Gothic Revival to the Queen Anne styles. Stick style houses have the steeply 
pitched gable roofs that characterize Gothic Revival houses and the decorative wood 
surfaces that became emblematic of Queen Anne buildings. Although the style was 
broadly disseminated in house pattern books of the time, it was not as popular as the 
Italianate or Second Empire styles. The Stick style reached its height of expression in the 
elaborate houses of Richard Morris Hunt in Newport, Rhode Island in the 1870s. 

The Stick style is identified by steep gable roofs with cross gables; decorative wood 
trusses in the gable apexes; overhanging eaves; and patterns of horizontal, vertical and 
diagonal boards (stickwork) applied to the wall surface. The decorative stickwork, the 
feature that defines the Stick style, imitates the visible framework seen in half-timbered 
medieval structures. Stick style buildings are asymmetrical and often feature a large 
veranda or covered porch, and a square or rectangular tower. Windows are universally 
rectangular, versus the arched window forms seen in earlier styles. Multi-colored paint 
schemes were often applied to Stick style houses; the use of complex color palettes was 
encouraged by the increasingly availability of ready-made paints after the Civil War. 

 

Figure 6: Hidden in the trees is this home along W. Main that has many similar architectural elements as 
the previous photograph.  The overall form of this house clearly reflects the transition from Italianate to 
Stick and/or Queen Anne architectural design. Note the oversized brackets under the roof eaves and the 
decorative trusswork above the upper bay. 



  

Late Victorian Vernacular (1870-1900) 

The Cross-Gable House 

The Cross-Gable house style developed from the Gold Rush Vernacular homes found 
throughout the Mother Lode, and in this case was accentuated by a mosaic of shingle 
patterns across its second-story gable. Cross-Gabled homes are scattered throughout 
Grass Valley’s Historic 1872 Townsite. The chief benefit of the cross-gable design was to 
create a living space within the second-story of the home, usually consisting of a modest 
attic. Windows are generally placed below the apex of the roof peak to provide light and 
ventilation. 

 

 

Figure 7:  This home along upper Alta Street reflects the Vernacular Cross-Gable design enhanced by a 
decorative shingle front facing gable, wrap-around porch and parallel gable roofs. The closed-stone porch 
was a later addition. 

 

 

 

 



  

The Hipped Roof House 

Another important subtype of the Late Victorian Vernacular homes is the “hipped roof” 
house. The residence is characterized by its square massing, single-story height, and 
hipped roof. Virtually all the homes of this style in Grass Valley were designed with a 
full-length front porch or a wrap-around porch. The ornamentation of these homes 
generally includes brackets under the roof eaves, gingerbread and fretwork above the 
porch columns, and a symmetrical façade.  

 

 

Figure 8: This handsome hipped roof home is located along S. School Street. The sloping lot provides the 
house with a partial basement and a long staircase. The dormer window atop the roof is clearly a later 
addition. Note the transom and side-light door entrance, a hallmark of pre-1900s Victorian homes in Grass 
Valley.  

 

 

 

 

 



  

Queen Anne (1880–1910) 

“Queen Anne architecture” is a misnomer because the style drew no inspiration from the 
formal Renaissance architecture that dominated Queen Anne of England’s reign (1792–
1714). It was named and popularized by a group of English architects who borrowed the 
visual vocabulary of late medieval styles, including half timbering and patterned surfaces. 
The William Watts Sherman house in Newport, Rhode Island, built by Boston architect 
Henry Hobson Richardson and featuring a half-timbered second story, is recognized as 
the first Queen Anne style house built in America. The British government introduced 
Queen Anne to America with several buildings it constructed for the 1876 Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia, and helped to launch a style that soon replaced Second 
Empire as the country’s most popular and fashionable domestic architecture style.  
 
High-style Queen Anne houses are the most exuberantly decorated and ornate 
manifestations of Victorian-era architecture. The style’s defining characteristics include 
an asymmetrical façade; a partial or full-width one-story porch that frequently wraps 
around one or both sides; a steeply pitched, irregularly-shaped gable roof; elaborate 
chimneys; towers, turrets and other wall projections (bays and overhangs); and multiple 
surface materials creating textured walls. Windows generally have simple surrounds and 
single-paned sash. Entrance doors are single and often feature carved detailing and a pane 
of glass in the upper half. Stained glass accents are trademark features in doors and 
windows. Polychromatic paint schemes that emphasize complex trim details are 
particularly well suited to Queen Anne houses. Four main subcategories of the Queen 
Anne style have been defined based on detailing - Spindlework (with delicate spindle 
ornamentation), Free Classic (with classical columns), Half-timbered (with half-
timbering on gables or upper story walls), and Patterned Masonry (with patterned brick, 
stone and terra cotta).  

 

Figure 9: Queen Anne home along W. Main Street displaying most of the hallmarks of this form of 
architecture.  Note the fret-sawn porch railing, sunburst gablet atop the porch, decorative brackets under 
eaves, and complex roof with gables and hips.  Most Queen Anne homes in Grass Valley have an 
asymmetrical façade.  



  

 
 
Figure 10:  Another variation of the Queen Anne design at the corner of Church and Neal Streets.  In this 
case the soft curves of the Queen Anne have given way to a rectilinear orientation to the design. Note the 
square bay with windows walk. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 11: Common example of a Queen Anne Row House along W. Main Street. Note the complex roof, 
asymmetrical design, simple bay window, and off-set porch. This home lacks some of its original 
gingerbread and the bay windows in the rear are likely a later addition. 
 



  

Shingle (1880–1900) 

Shingle style houses exhibit the irregular building forms and projections of Queen Anne 
structures, but not their extravagant and fanciful ornamentation. The distinguishing 
feature that gives the style its name is the use of continuous, naturally weathered shingles 
on the roof and walls to create patterns of light and shadow. The shingles run 
uninterrupted around corners and projections, and sweep down roofs and dormers, to 
create an enclosed, unified shape and color; towers are often blended into the house form 
rather than defined. Simpler and more elegant than Queen Anne, the style has a distinctly 
modern character that explains its popularity in contemporary architecture today. 

 

Figure 12: This shingle house is clearly a derivation of a Craftsman Home with its exterior clad with 
shingles. The overall form is simple, with a triple window, exposed purlins, multiple porch columns, and a 
front-facing gable.  

In A Field Guide to American Houses (1984), authors Virginia and Lee McAlester 
describe the Shingle style as a blend of three traditions - Queen Anne (asymmetry, wide 
porches, shingled surfaces), Colonial Revival (gambrel roofs, lean-to additions, classical 
columns, Palladian windows), and Richardsonian Romanesque (sculpted shapes, arches). 
Porch supports are simple, slender wood posts or wide piers of shingle or stone. Windows 
typically have single-pane lower sash and multi-pane upper sash; multi-light casement 
windows and multiple window configurations are common. The Shingle style was 
introduced in the northeastern United States and reached its zenith of expression in New 
England in seaside resorts and country estates. It was a high-fashion style favored by 
architects that, unlike the Queen Anne style, was not widely adopted for use in mass 
housing. 



  

Late Victorian (1890-1910) 

Late Victorian Cottage 

 

 

Figure 13:  This home illustrates the transition between a Queen Anne Rowhouse and the more simplified 
Late Victorian cottage designs, which were built in virtually every neighborhood in the 1872 Townsite.  
This home appears to have an original gable dormer, creating additional living space in what would have 
been an attic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Prairie (1900–1920) 

Modernism arrived at the turn of the century with its Prairie and Craftsman styles. The 
Prairie style was a short-lived modernistic style developed by a group of Frank Lloyd 
Wright-inspired Chicago architects. Its single most distinguishing characteristic is a 
shallow hipped roof with widely overhanging eaves, providing a “low to the ground” 
feel. Prairie houses, frequently executed in stucco, often feature massive, square porch 
supports; prominent horizontal elements; and grouped casement windows.  

 

 

Figure 14: This home along W. Main Street typifies the design styles introduced by Frank Lloyd Wright in 
Chicago at the turn of the century. The home has classic Prairie detailing, including the relatively flat roof, 
ribbon-like windows, close-porch, and an overall rectilinear orientation.  

 

 

 

 

 



  

Craftsman/Craftsman Bungalow  (1905–1930) 

The Craftsman style was born in California and drew inspiration from the Arts and Crafts 
movement and its focus on natural materials. Widely disseminated through pattern books 
and magazines, it became the most prevalent style for small houses in the nation until the 
Great Depression. One and 1½ story Craftsman style houses are popularly known as 
bungalows.  

In common with the Prairie style, the hallmark of a Craftsman house is its roof. In this 
case it is generally a shallow gable (versus hipped) roof with overhanging eaves and 
visible roof beams and rafters. Full or partial-width porches with tapered square supports, 
often of stone or concrete block, are typical. Characteristic bungalow windows are 
double-hung with rectangular divided lights in the top sash and a single light in the 
bottom sash. 

 
 

 
   
Figure 15:  One of the better examples of the true Craftsman or Craftsman Bungalow design, this house 
along Church Street exhibits many important design elements including its clipped-gable roof, exposed 
rafters, truncated close-porch with multiple-columns, and triple window.  
 
 
 
 



  

Eclectic and Modern Styles 
 
The Eclectic movement began near the end of the 19th century and embraced a variety of 
Old World architectural traditions. Emphasizing careful copies of historic patterns, it 
spawned a number of period revival styles that coexisted in friendly competition, 
including Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Neoclassical, Italian Renaissance, and 
Mission.  
 
Tudor/English Cottage Revival (1910–1940) 
 
The Tudor, or Tudor Revival, style in America was based loosely on medieval English 
architecture. Enormously popular in the 1920s and 1930s, it benefited from advances in 
masonry veneering technique that allowed for the recreation of English brick and stucco 
façades. Steeply pitched roofs, prominent cross gables, half-timbering, large chimneys 
with chimney pots, and tall narrow windows with multi-pane glazing are the hallmarks of 
the Tudor Revival style. Entrance doorways, typically arched, are often elaborated with 
brick surrounds mimicking quoins. Multi-pane casement windows in groups of three or 
more are common. 
 

 

Figure 16:  This example of an English Cottage along W. Main Street exhibits many important design 
elements emphasizing the use of brick, arches, bays, steep gables, and hipped roofs to create an attractive 
residence. This home, built in 1926 for Ernest and Clara George, is undergoing restoration after it was 
damaged by fire.   



  

International, Modernistic, Modern and Neoeclectic (1920–Present) 

The International and Modernistic styles, emphasizing horizontals, flat roofs, smooth 
wall surfaces, and large window expanses, renounced historic precedent in a radical 
departure from the revival styles. Most suburban houses built since 1935 fall into the 
Modern style category. These include the familiar forms we call Cape (officially termed 
minimal traditional), ranch, split-level and contemporary. The one-story ranch house 
form, designed by a pair of California architects, was the prevailing style during the 
1950s and 1960s. Contemporary was the favored style for architect-built houses between 
1950 and 1970. Neoeclecticism, which emerged in the mid-1960s and supplanted the 
Modern style, represented a return to traditional architectural styles and forms. It includes 
Mansard, Neocolonial, Neo-French, Neo-Tudor, Neo-Mediterranean, Neoclassical 
Revival, and Neo-Victorian. These styles borrow prominent details from historic models 
in bold, free interpretations. 

 

 

Figure 17: View looking east at the Art Deco Del Oro Theater along Mill Street. 

 
 



  

APPENDIX B: 
 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S 
STANDARDS FOR THE TREATMENT OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

 
 
The Secretary’s standards embody two important goals: 1) the preservation of historic 
materials and, 2) the preservation of a building's distinguishing character. Every old 
building is unique, with its own identity and its own distinctive character. Character 
refers to all those visual aspects and physical features that comprise the appearance of 
every historic building. Character-defining elements include the overall shape of the 
building, its materials, craftsmanship, decorative details, interior spaces and features, as 
well as the various aspects of its site and environment.  
 
There are many different ways of interpreting old buildings. They can be seen as 
examples of specific building types, which are usually related to a building's function, 
such as schools, courthouses or churches, or buildings can be studied as examples of 
using specific materials such as stone, brick, wood, or concrete. They can also be 
considered as examples of an historical period, which is often related to a specific 
architectural style, such as Vernacular gold rush era residence, Gothic Revival church, 
Craftsman Bungalow, or Art Moderne theater.   
 
There are many other facets of an historic building besides its functional type, its 
materials or construction or style that contribute to its historic qualities or significance. 
Some of these qualities are feelings conveyed by the sense of time and place or in 
buildings associated with events or people. A complete understanding of any property 
may require documentary research about its style, construction, function, its furnishings 
or contents; knowledge about the original builder, owners, and later occupants; and 
knowledge about the evolutionary history of the building. Even though buildings may be 
of historic, rather than architectural significance, it is their tangible elements that embody 
its significance for association with specific events or persons and it is those tangible 
elements both on the exterior and interior that should be preserved.  
 
It is critical, however, to identify the visual and tangible aspects of the historic building. 
While this may aid in the planning process for carrying out any ongoing or new use or 
restoration of the building, this approach is not a substitute for developing an 
understanding about the significance of an historic building and the district in which it is 
located. If the various materials, features and spaces that give a building its visual 
character are not recognized and preserved, then essential aspects of its character may be 
damaged in the process of change.  
 
A building's character can be irreversibly damaged or changed in many ways, for 
example, by inappropriate repointing of the brickwork, by removal of a distinctive side 
porch, by changes to the window sash, by changes to the setting around the building, by 
changes to the major room arrangements, by the introduction of an atrium, by painting 
previously unpainted woodwork, etc.  



  

There are several ways to identify a building's visual character. Identifying the overall 
visual character of a building is nothing more than looking at its distinguishing physical 
aspects without focusing on its details. The major contributors to a building's overall 
character are embodied in the general aspects of its setting; the shape of the building; its 
roof and roof features, such as chimneys or cupolas; the various projections on the 
building, such as porches or bay windows; the recesses or voids in a building, such as 
open galleries, arcades, or recessed balconies; the openings for windows and doorways; 
and finally the various exterior materials that contribute to the building's character.  
 
View the building from a distance 
 
Look at the building from a distance to understand the character of its site and setting, 
and it involves walking around the building where that is possible. Some buildings will 
have one or more sides that are more important than the others because they are more 
highly visible. This does not mean that the rear of the building is of no value whatever, 
but it simply means that it is less important to the overall character. On the other hand, 
the rear may have an interesting back porch or offer a private garden space or some other 
aspect that may contribute to the visual character. Such a general approach to looking at 
the building and site will provide a better understanding of its overall character without 
having to resort to an infinitely long checklist of its possible features and details. 
Regardless of whether a building is complicated or relatively plain, it is these broad 
categories that contribute to an understanding of the overall character rather than the 
specifics of architectural features such as moldings and their profiles.  
 
View the building at a close range 
 
Look at the building at close range or arm's length, where it is possible to see all the 
surface qualities of the materials, such as their color and texture, or surface evidence of 
craftsmanship or age. In some instances, the visual character is the result of the 
juxtaposition of materials that are contrastingly different in their color and texture. The 
surface qualities of the materials may be important because they impart the very sense of 
craftsmanship and age that distinguish historic buildings from other buildings. 
Furthermore, many of these close-up qualities can be easily damaged or obscured by 
work that affects those surfaces. Examples of this could include painting previously 
unpainted masonry, rotary disk sanding of smooth wood siding to remove paint, abrasive 
cleaning of tooled stonework, or repointing reddish mortar joints with gray portland 
cement. 
 
Identify the Visual Character of Interior Spaces, Features and Finishes 
 
Perceiving the character of interior spaces can be somewhat more difficult than dealing 
with the exterior. In part, this is because so much of the exterior can be seen at one time 
and it is possible to grasp its essential character rather quickly. To understand the interior 
character, it is necessary to move through the spaces one at a time. While it is not 
difficult to perceive the character of one individual room, it becomes more difficult to 
deal with spaces that are interconnected and interrelated. Sometimes, as in office 



  

buildings, it is the vestibules or lobbies or corridors that are important to the interior 
character of the building. With other groups of buildings the visual qualities of the 
interior are related to the plan of the building, as in a church with its axial plan creating a 
narrow tunnel-like space which obviously has a different character than an open space 
like a sports pavilion. Thus, the shape of the space may be an essential part of its 
character.  
 
With some buildings it is possible to perceive that there is a visual linkage in a sequence 
of spaces, as in a hotel, from the lobby to the grand staircase to the ballroom. Closing off 
the openings between those spaces would change the character from visually linked 
spaces to a series of closed spaces. For example, in a house that has a front and back 
parlor linked with an open archway, the two rooms are perceived together, and this visual 
relationship is part of the character of the building. To close off the open archway would 
change the character of such a residence.  
 
The importance of interior features and finishes to the character of the building should 
not be overlooked. In relatively simple rooms, the primary visual aspects may be in 
features, such as fireplace mantels, lighting fixtures, or wooden floors. In some rooms, 
the absolute plainness is the character-defining aspect of the interior. So-called secondary 
spaces also may be important in their own way, from the standpoint of history or because 
of the family activities that occurred in those rooms. Such secondary spaces, while 
perhaps historically significant, are not usually perceived as important to the visual 
character of the building. Thus we do not take them into account in the visual 
understanding of the building.  

 

Overall Visual Character: Shape  

 
 
The shape of a building can be an important 
aspect of its overall visual character. The 
building illustrated here, for example, has a 
distinctive vertical profile accentuated by a 
horizontal axis with a steep cross-gable roof.   
This building has other visual aspects that 
help define its overall character, including the 
pattern of its window fenestration, and its 
horizontal shiplap siding.   

 

 

 

 



  

Overall Visual Character: Openings (doors and windows)  

 

 

The fenestration pattern of doors and windows 
defines the visual appearance of most 
properties. In this case the overall pattern is 
clearly symmetrical with doors and windows 
aligned with the central gable. 
 
 

 

 
Overall Visual Character: Roof and 
Related Features  
 
 
This building has a number of character-
defining aspects that define its complex roof.  
Of particular importance are the layered 
gable and hips that rise towards the rear of 
the house accentuated by two dormers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

On this building, the most important visual 
aspects of its character are the roof and its 
related features, such as the two chimneys.   

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Overall Visual Character: Projections  

A projecting porch or balcony can be very 
important to the overall visual character of 
almost any building and to the district in 
which it is located.  

 

 

 

  

 
Overall Visual Character: Trim 
 
If one were to analyze the overall shape or form of 
this building, it is clearly Classical Revival.  The 
building is defined not only by its symmetrical 
façade, but by the different layers of 
ornamentation, molding, trim and use of false 
columns to define its main faced, in this case 
created from brick and cast concrete or stone. 
 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Overall Visual Character: Setting  



  

 

Even architecturally modest buildings frequently 
will have a setting that contributes to their 
overall character.  

 

 

 

 

  

Arm's Length Visual Character: Materials 

At arm's length, the visual character is most 
often determined by the surface qualities of 
the materials and craftsmanship; and while 
these aspects are often inextricably related, 
the original choice of materials often plays 
the dominant role in establishing the close 
range character because of the color, texture, 
or shape of the materials.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(USDI, National Park Service, Technical Preservation Services, Washington, D.C., 
September 1988, Preservation Brief #17). 

 



APPENDIX C: 
 

HISTORICAL TIMELINE OF GRASS VALLEY 
(City of Grass Valley Historical Files) 

 
 

Anonymous. Chronology of Events of Grass Valley Beginnings. Derived from 
Janicot, Michael. The Formative Years. Draft Edition. April 1988. 

Prisk, W.F. Nevada County Mining Review. August 1, 1895. 
Poingdestre, J.E., compiler. Grass Valley and Vicinity. 1895 

 
 
  
October, 1848: First prospectors for gold were three men from Williamette Valley, 

Oregon, David Stump, Jas. Berry and an unknown. 
 
Summer, 1849: Emigrants camping near Greenhorn Creek searching for stray 

cattle discover the place known as “grassy valley.” 
 
August, 1849: Party of five men who crossed the plains in 1849 build cabin on 

Badger Hill and become first settlers “within the city limits.” The 
party consisted of Benjamin Taylor, Dr. Saunders, Captain 
Broughton, and his two sons, Greenbury and Alexander. Zenas H. 
Denman arrives August 12. John Little, John Barry and the Fowler 
brothers build a cabin in the same area. 

 
Sept. 23, 1849: Group of prospectors from Boston pitch their tents along the 

gullies draining into Wolf Creek and promptly name the area 
“Boston Ravine,” which was to become the chief settlement in the 
vicinity for two years. The Rev. H. Cummings was the president of 
the company. They immediately build 4 cabins on the south side of 
the ravine and spend the winter there. 

 
Before winter: Frenchman, Jules Rossiere, opens the first trading post in the area 

that was the main outfitting store for the miners. 
 
 Other gold prospectors from Rhode Island settle nearby naming the 

site “Rhode Island Ravine.” The Rhode Island Company built the 
Providence Store on the summit of Main Street during the autumn. 

 
 Twenty men spent the winter of 1849-50 here. 
 
November, 1849: Samuel and George Holt, James Walsh and Zenas Wheeler began 

the construction of two sawmills “at a place about 4 miles below 
Grass Valley.” Holt’s mill was finished in March and Walsh’s in 
May of 1850. 



 Local Indians attack Holt’s Mill, killing Samuel Holt and setting 
fire to the property. Within a few days, the Indians were killed or 
driven off by local miners with the assistance of 24 U.S. Soldiers 
sent by Captain John Day, subsequently County Surveyor. 

 
Spring, 1850: More prospectors arrive and the settlement begins to assume the 

appearance of a town. 
 
Summer, 1850: Summer brings even more gold seekers “until there were four to 

five thousand men in the Western Nevada County hills.” 
 
 Gold veins found on Massachusetts Hill. 
 
 First store in town proper opened in a tent by a man named Morey. 

It was in Morey’s store that the first miners’ meeting setting laws 
regulating the size and right of claims and the size of town lots 
(Fall, 1850). Morey soon afterward sold his store to Leighton, Kent 
& Day, who erected a new store on the same property, this being 
the first “house” constructed in the city of sawed lumber. 

 
 First family to settle in town was that of Mr. Scott in summer of 

1850, and Mrs. Scott was the first white woman in town. 
 
July, 1850: James Walsh and Zenas Wheeler, with G.P. Clark, completed 

another mill, the first sawmill in town (future site of Taylor’s 
foundry). 

 
October, 1850: McKnight discovers the Gold Hill Ledge. 
 
 An effort was made to rename the town “Centerville,” there being 

several communities in the state named Grass Valley. In the end, 
the town was named Grass Valley. 

 
 The 1850 U.S. Census listed Grass Valley’s population at 454 

(including 13 women). 
 
Fall, 1850: J.B. Underwood erected the Mountain Home, the first hotel in 

Grass Valley, a wooden frame and canvas roofed (Sept.). 
 
 Thomas Beatty built the Beatty House, a hotel which would later 

serve as the meeting place and social center for the town’s 
activities (erected on the southwest corner of Main and Mill 
Streets). 

 
 Several more families came in the Fall. 
 



November, 1850: First election held for a Justice of the Peace and Constable, “under 
the spreading branches of an Oak tree” that stood near the corner 
of Walsh and Mill Streets; the site of Walsh’s sawmill. Walsh was 
elected Judge and Luther Humiston was elected Constable. A cigar 
box was the repository for ballets and over 200 were cast. 

 
 Postal route established between Nevada City and Marysville. 
 
March, 1851: Grass Valley was composed of some 150 wooden structures; 

hotels, saloons, stores. 
 
April, 1851: Nevada County formed from what was part of Yuba County (Bill 

passed in State Legislature April 25, 1851, and was approved on 
May 28). Nevada City chosen as county seat. 

 
1851: First school, a private one attended by about a dozen pupils, was 

opened by Miss Rosa Farrington (afterwards Mrs. J.P. Stone). The 
school was opened in a log cabin on the lot which became famous 
as the site of the Lola Montez cottage. 

 
 First Post Office established by Dr. C.D. Cleveland who was 

appointed the first Postmaster by President Fillmore. 
 
 First church society organized by Rev. Mr. Blythe (Methodist 

Episcopal). 
 
Sept., 1852: First recorded fire in Grass Valley took place when the 

Washington Hotel in Boston Ravine burned down, taking the lives 
of Mrs. Mary Mahoney and her daughter. 

 
Winter, 1852-53: Very severe winter; roads almost impassable on account of mud; 

communication with other parts of state was entirely cut off; 
provisions and supplies rapidly diminished. During this winter the 
famous “hungry convention” was held at the Beatty House and it 
was resolved to go to San Francisco for supplies. Finding 
themselves without money and the roads in a condition unfit for 
such a journey, they abandoned the project. A few days later word 
reached the town that several wagons loaded with supplies were at 
Rough & Ready en route to Grass Valley. 

 
1853: First fire organization was a hook and ladder company. This 

company dissolved after only one year. 
 
Sept., 1853: First newspaper, the Telegraph, appears. Editor, Warren Ewer, was 

the son of a New England Baptist minister and had been a 
newspaperman in Massachusetts. 



 First public school was located on Church Hill. 
 
 First plat map of “The Village of Grass Valley” shows future 

streets of the town: Main (known as West as the Road to 
Sacramento; East as to the Road to Nevada), Mill, Church, 
Peecham (or Peckham, later renamed Bank Alley), Auburn, Walsh 
(later renamed Neal; Walsh Street was not laid out until 1857 or 
1858), the Road to Steep Hollow (later named Race Street), and 
Hill (later to School Street). The map also shows 12 mills, ten of 
them along Wolf Creek, five hotel-boarding houses (Peckham, 
Alta House, Benton House, Beatty House and Pacific Hotel), a 
Masonic Hall, and Adams and Gregory Express Companies 
buildings. 

 
1854: Articles in the Telegraph (Jan. thru May) advocate the issue of 

incorporation noting that “several petitions were in circulation 
supporting the project of incorporation, and that the omnipresent 
threat of fire ought to focus the attention of the village’s citizens.” 

 
Feb., 1854: Union Water Works supplies water “to our hotels and houses” in 

lead pipes. Some 60 dwellings paid from $3 to $12 a month for 
water piped along Main, Auburn, School, Church, Mill and Neal 
Streets. 

 
July 11: Another fire occurred from the roof of a cabin on Neal Street. 

“Before anything could be done … a stable and three houses were 
enveloped in flames.” This fire was the first sign that “the 
necessity of some kind of an organization for defense” was 
imminent. There were many young men willing to organize a hook 
and ladder company, “provided property holders will assist them in 
the purchase of the necessary apparatus.” 

 
Oct. 31: Members of the newly formed hook and ladder company turned 

out in full uniform for an inauguration of the new fire truck which 
the men demonstrated through the muddy streets. George Woods, 
Esq., donated a lot upon which a building would house the new fire 
engine. The firemen also declared the company’s first ball would 
be held on Thanksgiving, a tradition that is still held today.  
  

1855: First brick building erected. Telegraph linked Grass Valley and 
Nevada City to Sacramento. Cooks, laundries, public baths, 
barbers, hotels and fresh produce available. 

 
 
 
 



  Church societies: Methodist, Presbyterian, Catholic and Episcopal. 
Fraternal Organizations: Masons and Odd Fellows (1853) and 
Hebrew Society (1855). 

 
March, 1855: Under an act of the state legislature providing for the incorporation 

of the town by the Court of Sessions, a petition was presented by 
attorney Alfred Dibble and Samuel Boring “on behalf of the 
numerous citizens of the town of Grass Valley,” upon which an 
order was entered on March 5, 1855, incorporating the town. A 
police force was established as well as the boundaries of the town. 
An election was slated to be held at the Beatty House on March 12 
for the purpose of electing the town officers, five trustees, a 
treasurer, assessor and marshall. 

 
 Zenas Wheeler was elected to the Board of Trustees along with 

O.H.P. White, W.J. Tilley, J.J. Dorsey and Jerry P. Stone. John 
Little became the town’s first marshall; Alonzo “old Block” 
Delano, treasuer; and Jacob M. Fouse, assessor. 

 
 Zenas Wheeler, a wheelright who helped erect Judge Walsh’s 

sawmill. 
 
 J.J. Dorsey, a native of Indiana, had lived in Arkansas before 

coming to Grass Valley in 1852. He served as a member of the 
Board in 1855, 1866, 1867 and was a County Supervisor from 
1865 to 1869, and County Assessor from 1869 to 1871. In the 
late 1870s he was agent for the Grass Valley Water Works. 

 
 J.P. Stone, a native of Massachusetts, was a merchant in Ohio 

before coming to Placerville in 1849. He was in Sacramento 
for a while before arriving in Grass Valley, where he 
developed the Empire Ditch with L.L. Whiting. His wife, nee 
Rosanna Farrington, opened the first private school in Grass 
Valley in 1851. 

 
 Alonzo Delano, the most renown of the new town officers, had 

crossed the plains in 1849, had been employed in Sacramento 
in a variety of jobs and opened a trading post near Bidwell’s 
Bar on the Feather River that fall. Writer, humorist and artist, 
he was in Grass Valley by 1850 where he was part owner of 
the Masschusetts Hill Mine. Acquiring a lot adjacent to the 
Golden Gate Saloon (now part of the Holbrooke Hotel) he 
became the agent for Wells, Fargo & Co. He opened the Bank 
of Alonzo Delano in 1856 and loaned $10,000 to Judge Walsh 
so he could acquire an interest in the Ophir Mine. Delano 
served as City Treasurer in 1855, and from 1863 to 1866. 



Mar. 19: First meeting of the Board of Trustees held at the District School 
Office on Church Street. O.J. Lansing, an attorney with the firm 
Dibble, Lansing and Montgomery, and who later served in the 
State Senate in 1859, was appointed clerk. Only one ordinance, 
No. 1, fixing the time and place of meetings of the Board was 
adopted, but several committees were formed to draft rules for the 
governing of the Board, setting up amounts of bonds to be posted 
for the different offices, salaries and fees of officers, and the 
amount of money to be levied by a tax for the support of the new 
corporation. 

 
 Zenas Wheeler, named president, was authorized to lease a room in 

the lower story of the Adams Express Building for the use of the 
town “as a watchhouse or jail.” 

  
Mar. 26: Second meeting of the Board of Trustees: Ordinances Nos. 2 thru 9 

passed regarding fees and salaries, property taxes, licenses, width 
of sidewalks, procedures for drawing money from the treasury, 
disturbing the peace and excessive fast riding through town, etc. 

 
 Augustus Ball, George W. Foster and Joseph Dunnin were 

nominated as candidates for the two positions as town watchman. 
The first ballot proved to be defective as all three names were 
found on the same ticket. Ball was elected by a majority vote on 
the second ballot and Foster on the seventh. 

 
 Lansing announced his resignation and Rufus Shoemaker was 

nominated and elected to replace him. 
 
Mar. 27: Ordinances Nos. 10 thru 15 were adopted relative to the fees to be 

levied on public shows, stoves and stove pipes, improper and 
indecent exposure, the firing of guns and pistols within town and 
salaries of watchmen. 

 
Mar. 28: Ordinances Nos. 16 and 17 became effective creating the office of 

poundmaster and concerning the impounding of hogs roaming the 
streets. Lansing was appointed town attorney. 

 
April 9: Plans and specifications for a building to be used as a prison were 

presented by Garven Hamilton who placed the cost at $685. 
Trustees White, Tilley, Dorsey and Stone were fined $1.00 each 
for non-attendance. 

 
April 10: Wheeler was authorized to purchase a lot occupied by the Hook 

and Ladder Co. on Church Street to erect the town jail. 
 



April 12: A bid of $480 was accepted from Simon Hall for the jail. 
 
April 21: Dorsey tendered his resignation (not accepted until May 12). 
 
April 24: William Hobby, proprietor of Western Hotel, was appointed 

poundmaster. Ordinances Nos. 18 and 19 were passed relative to 
the collection of taxes and nuisances. Treasurer Delano issued the 
town’s first check in the amount of $3.50. An election was ordered 
to be held on May 7 for a new slate of town officers. After only six 
weeks in power, the first board was ready to let others handle the 
reins of government. 

 
May 14: Re-elected Trustees White and Wheeler, Treasurer Delano and 

Marshall Little were sworn in. N.S. Norton and Dr. E.A. Tompkins 
were the two new trustees and G.A. Reynolds became the new 
town assessor. Col. S.C. Richardson was appointed clerk and 
George Foster was retained as town watchman. 

 
 Dr. E.A. Tompkins, native of New York, came to California in 

1850, mining and practicing medicine in Placerville, 
Marysville and at Rose Bar, before arriving in Grass Valley. 
During the Civil War, he was assistant surgeon with the Fourth 
California Volunteers in Oregon and Washington Territory. In 
1863, he became surgeon on the steamer “Sierra Nevada” 
between San Francisco and Panama. He later became president 
of the Planet Gravel Mining Co. 

 
June 11: Hobby resigns as poundmaster and Marshall Little was appointed 

in his place. Trustee White introduced Ordinance No. 20 to furnish 
the town jail with three pairs of blankets and provisions for 
prisoners. 

 
June 25: Ordinances Nos. 21 thru 24 passed relative to hawkers and 

peddlers, sidewalks on Mill Street and security against fire. 
 
July: Board of Trustees pass an ordinance requiring the occupant of 

every house to keep a vessel holding at least 50 gallons of water, 
and 4 fire buckets for each story of his house. 

 
July 6: Board declares Little’s office vacant “for gross negligence of his 

duties, first by non-attendance and second by neglecting to file his 
bond. Foster was appointed temporary Marshall until an election 
could be held. At the same time, the assessor’s office was also 
declared vacant, Reynolds having failed to file his bond and 
Wheeler “having been absent from his duties as Trustee,” was 
ordered to leave office. 



July 10: Ordinances Nos. 26 and 27 were adopted relative to the obstruction 
of stove pipes and the town watch. 

 
July 14: Little was re-elected Marshall, William Hobby as Trustee and A.B. 

Carley as Assessor. 
 
July 18: Little filed his bond and resigned as poundmaster. He was replaced 

by John H. Tibbitts. 
 
Aug. 6: Ordinances Nos. 28 thru 30 were adopted relative to the duties and 

fees of the poundmaster, regulations of dance houses and taxes on 
dogs. 

 
Sept. 3: Ordinances Nos. 31 and 32 were adopted relative to saloons, the 

sale of liquor and extending sidewalks on Mill Street.  
 
Sept. 10: Tibbitts resigns as poundmaster. Carley was appointed watchman 

to replace Foster who resigned (Carley relinquished that post and 
was replaced by George Schofield on Sept. 24). 

 
Sept. 13: Major fire destroys some 300 buildings at an estimated cost of 

$400,000. Only four brick structures, Sylvester & Co., the Adams 
Express Bldg. on the s/w corner of Mill and Main, McLaughlin’s 
store (GV Hardware on Mill), and the Odd Fellows’ Hall escaped 
the flames. 

 
Sept. 19: Ordinance No. 33 was adopted creating North Auburn Street. Col. 

Richardson deeded to the town a stretch of land north from W. 
Loutzenheiser’s Pharmacy thus permitting the board to extend 
Auburn Street across Main. 

 
Sept. 24: Ordinance No. 34 was adopted creating North Church Street. 

George Woods deeded to the town a lot of land to allow an 
extension of Church Street across Main. A third alley leading from 
Church to Mill Street (lot belonging to David Shoemaker and 
known as Shoemaker Alley) was declared a public street after its 
owner conveyed the deed to the town. 

 
Oct. 1: William Langsdale was appointed Captain of police of watchmen. 

He was appointed tax collector on Oct. 22. 
 
Oct. 8: Ordinance No. 35 adopted relative to Capt. John Day;s completion 

of a survey of Richardson Street. 
 
Oct. 22: A petition signed by “a large number of citizens” was presented to 

the board asking for the erection of a bridge across the Grass 



Valley-Centerville Ravine at the junction of Main and Auburn 
Streets. 

 
Nov. 23: Percy Knapp elected trustee to replace White who resigned. 

Cornishman John Coad became the new marshall. 
 
Dec. 3: C.P. McDonald was appointed watchman of the “Citizens’ Watch” 

after the Board discontinued the night watch position. The office of 
town attorney held by C.J. Lansing was declared vacant and Alfred 
Dibble was appointed to replace him. Luther Humiston was 
appointed police magistrate. 

 
Dec. 10: Ordinance No. 36 was adopted relative to adding sidewalks on the 

west side of Church Street. 
 
Dec. 17: Ordinance No. 37 was adopted relative to construction of 

sidewalks on the east side of Auburn Street. 
 
1856: The first attempt to supply the town with water began when a 

system of log pipes was laid by George Roberts and C.K. 
Houghton. 

 
Jan. 7, 1856: Capt. Day was authorized to begin a survey of the town “with all 

the streets, alleys and each lot within the Village limits.” 
 
Jan. 14: Ordinance No. 38 was passed concerning the obstruction of the 

town streets. 
 
Mar. 3: Humiston resigns as town magistrate and Rufuc Shoemaker is 

appointed to replace him. 
Mar. 31: Marshall Coad was found to have defaulted to the corporation in 

the sum of $585.87 besides taxes. 
 
Apr. 7: Marshall Coad resigns. 
 
Apr. 14: The last day the town council’s minutes and meetings were 

entered. The recording of these meetings stopped abruptly because 
of the State Supreme Court’s decisions declaring the law under 
which Grass Valley was incorporated to be unconstitutional. A test 
case had been made of Nevada City, with the same type of 
government as Grass Valley, by William Stewart. Stewart 
successfully challenged the constitutionality of Nevada City’s 
incorporation before the State Supreme Court, which ordered both 
town governments to dissolve. Both towns found themselves 
without a charter. Nevada City was re-incorporated under the same 



system as before, but Grass Valley did not find it necessary to 
reorganize until April of 1861. 

 
July, 1857: Land acquired for a city cemetery and lots were laid out, each lot 

being assessed at $5.00 to defray expenses. 
 
Spring, 1858: Gold discovery in British Columbia, Canada, near the Frazer 

River. Many miners from Nevada County left for the newly-
discovered diggings although many quickly returned when they 
discovered it was not a “quick money making scheme” and there 
was “less gold to the man than a mule can pack.” By June 26, it 
was estimated that 10,000 men had already left San Francisco, but 
by July 17, the Telegraph announced the rush was over. 
“Infatuated victims are coming back by the hundreds, and would 
come by the thousands had they the means of doing so.” 

 
June, 1858: First fire company fully organized. The town’s first fire 

organization was named the Grass Valley Hook and Ladder Co. 
Note: The first fire organization, a hook and ladder company, had 
been formed in 1853, but the company only lasted a year although 
the fireman paraded in uniform in October, 1854. 

 
Sept., 1858: Grass Valley had seven ditches, reaching 27 miles; 13 sawmills; 17 

quartz mills with 191 stamps; one grist mill; and 72 ranches. 
 
Summer, 1859: Silver discovered at the Comstock Lode in Washoe region of Utah 

Territory. A large party from Nevada City left on July 21, 1859, 
and it was estimated that approximately two-thirds of Nevada City 
and Grass Valley men went to Comstock at one time or another. 

1860: Grass Valley’s economic condition “was very uncertain.” 
According to the census taken in late 1860, the population of Grass 
Valley including Boston Ravine was 3,840. The population was 
still heavily male and the foreign-born made up over half the 
town’s male workers. Irish laborers and Cornish hardrock miners 
accounted for 42% of the population. The Chinese were the next 
largest group. Women and children represented the most 
fundamental change. A new family neighborhood developed by 
1860 in an area east of the business district principally along the 
east side of Auburn Street. 

 
April 15, 1861: By an act of the state legislature Grass Valley was again 

incorporated. Edward McLaughlin, Dr. William McCormick, 
William Loutzenheiser, B.B. Laton and Alonzo Delano were 
elected Trustees. Luther Humiston was appointed Assessor and 
Clerk; Cornelius Townsend became Marshall and Charles Laton, 
Treasurer. 



 
 Edward McLaughlin was the owner of a hardware store on Mill 

Street since 1851 and a wealthy entrepreneur who, along with 
pharmacist Wm. Loutzenheiser, acquired the Hartery Mine 
near Allison Ranch in 1858. McLaughlin’s store, built of brick 
in early 1855, was one of only four structures that escaped the 
fire of that year. 

 
 Dr. William McCormick, a native of Pennsylvania, had 

practiced medicine in Iowa before crossing the plains by the 
southern route. He prospected in Tulare County and the San 
Joaquin Valley before coming to Grass Valley where he mined 
unsuccessfully for a time then resumed his medical profession. 

 
 William Loutzenheiser, who arrived in Grass Valley in 1851 

from his native Ohio, later became one of the locators of the 
Idaho Mine. 

 
 B.B. Laton had been a County Supervisor from 1858 to 1860 

and served another term in 1861. He was a Grass Valley 
Trustee for two terms, in 1861 and 1862. He was a partner with 
C.K. Hotaling in the Empire Mine and the owner of Laton’s 
Mill. 

 
 Marshall Townsend, a native of Tennessee, arrived in Grass 

Valley in 1852 and was Grass Valley’s Constable for 52 years, 
from 1859 until his death in 1911. He was the owner of the 
Pioneer Variety Store on Mill Street and Marshall Street was 
named after him. 

 
May 23 & May 30: The first two meetings were devoted to duties, fees, setting of 

bonds of town officials, etc. Hotaling submitted a proposition on 
May 23 to discuss furnishing water to the town for fire purposes; 
adopted on May 30. 

 
June 1: Ordinance No. 1 was adopted relative to obstructions on the streets 

and sidewalks. 
 
June 17: Committee formed to confer with the fire company regarding 

procuring an engine house. George McLean appointed to collect 
the road tax and repair the town roads. 

 
End of June: Width of sidewalks on Mill, Main, Neal and Walsh established, 

with all awnings to be built the same as that of the sidewalks. All 
sidewalks were to be graded by Aug. 1 and all persons not 



complying with the established width were to be fined $25 by the 
Marshall. 

 
July 29: Ordinances passed relative to swine running at large and furious 

riding in the streets. 
 
Aug. 19: A 1% tax was levied on real and personal property; this tax was 

reduced to ½% on Sept. 12. 
 
Nov. 5: Mr. Stephenson was appointed Poundmaster. 
 
May 12, 1862: New Trustees were elected, Alonzo Delano, B.B. Laton, William 

K. Spencer, Alphonse Morehouse and Garven Hamilton. J.A. 
Cunningham was appointed Marshall; Thomas Findley, Treasurer; 
and J.A. Farrell, Assessor. Humiston was retained as clerk. 

 
 Wm. K. Spencer, a native of England, had lived in Ohio and 

Mississippi engaged in the cotton gin business before coming 
to California at Mormon Island where he was a miner. He 
arrived in Grass Valley in 1855, opened a book and stationary 
store which was destroyed by the fire of that year. He reopened 
his store which he would again lose to fire in 1873. 

 
 Thomas Findley arrived from Oregon in 1850 and erected a 

trading post near the Bear River and became a dealer in 
groceries and provisions on Main Street in Grass Valley in 
1861. He became one of the locators of the Idaho Mine in May, 
1863, and was State Treasurer in 1859 and 1862. A candidate 
for Governor in 1875, Findley was eased off the Democratic 
slate by William Irwin, who became governor. His bank, The 
Bank of Thomas Findley, failed in October of 1875, a victim of 
the collapse of William Ralston’s Bank of California in Aug. 
1875. Findley invested $20,000 into the NCNGRR in 1874. His 
nephew, Moses F. Beatty, was the original contractor of the 
NCNGRR, but after Findley’s bank closed, lawyer Byrne was 
assigned to complete the job. 

 
May 20: Stephenson reappointed as poundmaster and George Wilson was 

nominated as road overseer (City street named after him). 
 
June 9: M.M. Metcalf replaces Farrell as Assessor. 
 
June 11: Fire destroys engine house when a fire broke out in a carpenter 

shop on Main Street. The Grass Valley National newspaper office 
was also destroyed by that fire. 

 



August: Ordinances passed regarding fast riding and riding on sidewalks 
and foot bridges. 

 
Aug. 15: An extensive fire began from George Schaffer’s Center Market on 

the north side of Main Street, rapidly spreading to the adjoining 
buildings. Protection Hose Co. was able to put out the fire but not 
until after some $40,000 worth of property was consumed. 

 
September: Gas works were completed and the town was lighted with gas 

locally produced from pitch pine and coal. 
 
Sept. 4: George Roberts offers to extend the water works at a rate of $35 a 

month for each 1,000 feet added; the system was then extended 
from Mill, Church, Bank and Auburn Streets on Sept. 16. 

 
Nov. 25: Spencer was appointed temporary clerk after Humiston resigned. 

Farrell was named the new clerk on Dec. 29. 
 
Feb. 2, 1863: The clerk was ordered to notify George Roberts that “on and after 

March 12, 1863, the corporation of Grass Valley will not require 
the use of the water works” any longer. This was the second time 
the Board had balked at paying Roberts’ prices for water. 

 
Mar. 2: Town officials meet for the first time in the new engine house 

building which also served as City Hall. 
 
Apr. 3: Justice Miles O’Connor was empowered to collect unpaid taxes. 
May 20: New Trustees take office; Dr. Henry Davis, Solomon D. Bosworth, 

T.J. Cook, James James and Charles C. Smith, who also served as 
clerk. Townsend remained Marshall and Delano returned to his 
former position as Treasurer. Thomas J. Pegg became Assessor. 

 
 Dr. Henry Davis, a native of New York, came to Nevada 

County in 1857 where he began the practice of medicine in 
1871. 

 
 Solomon Bosworth was a member of the Board of Supervisors 

from 1864 to 1866 and was part owner of the Last Chance 
Copper Mine located at the western end of the county. A native 
of Massachusetts, he came to California with the Argonauts in 
1849. He arrived in Grass Valley in 1852 and was engaged in 
gravel mining with George Roberts and was part owner of a 
gravel mine on Alta Hill. He served as postmaster for several 
terms and as North San Juan’s postmaster in 1884. He 
purchased the Lola Montez cottage from her, living there most 



of his life and making alterations to the house. He died in 1896 
at the age of 76. 

 
 Thomas J. Pegg was also one of the locators of the Idaho Mine. 

 
 Charles C. Smith, a druggist, had a street situated off 

Richardson Street, named after him in the late 1860s. That 
street was later renamed Rustic Lane. 

 
Fall/Winter: Grass Valley bounces back from its loss to the Comstock. The 

Grass Valley National of Oct. 13 reported that on any Saturday 
night, “Main and Mill Street were thronged with miners, the most 
in 18 months.” 

 
Feb. 15, 1864: Trustee Smith presented a plan for the establishment of a pound for 

impounding stray animals. John D. Meek was appointed as the new 
poundmaster. 

 
Mar. 14: Land purchased on Richardson Street from J.A. Farrell where a 

pound would be erected. 
 
Mar. 21: Plans approved for new jail. 
 
April 18: Election of new Trustees. All officials were re-elected except 

Assessor Pegg, who was replaced by Richard Dowd. Edmund 
Roberts was appointed town attorney and John Bennett, road 
overseer. On June 1, the appointment of town attorney Roberts was 
rescinded and George L. Waters was named to succeed him. 

Aug. 22: Road overseer Bennett resigned and S.D. Leavitt was temporarily 
named to fill the vacancy. John Rodda was named road overseer on 
Sept. 23. 

 
1865: Grass Valley’s population estimated at over 6,000. Grass Valley 

contained 7 churches, 9 schools, several fraternal and religious 
societies, 2 newspapers, 8 hotels, a fire department, and multitudes 
of stores and shops. 

 
Mar. 24, 1866: The Grass Valley City Charter was amended and approved by an 

act of the legislature giving more power to the Trustees. 
Jan. 22, 1870: Grass Valley again re-incorporated. 
 
July 7, 1893: City Charter was again amended and adopted. 
 
1895: City Officials: Major, William George; Trustees: D.E. Matteson, 

George Gill, W.D.D. Body, Richard Williams, William Wasley; 
Clerk of the Board, W.D. Harris; City Marshall, Frank E. Dennen; 



Water Rate Collector and Superintendent of Street, C.H. Mill; City 
Assessor, T.R. Angove; and City Treasurer, W.E. Parsons. 

 
 Grass Valley has 10 school buildings and employs 21 teachers; 4 

churches (Methodist Episcopal, Congregational, St. Patrick’s 
Roman Catholic and Emanuel Episcopal); 3 church societies 
(Christian Church, Seventh-Day Adventists and Salvation Army); 
electricity and gas supplies by the Grass Valley Gas and Electric 
Light Company; water supplied by the South Canal and Water 
Company; 3 volunteer fire companies; 3 newspapers (Foothill 
Weekly Tidings, the Telegraph, and The Morning Union and The 
Weekly Union); Nevada Count Narrow Gauge Railroad (2 trains 
connect daily with trains on the Southern Pacific); and a stage line. 

 
 
 
 



APPENDIX D: 
 

McKENNEY’S PACIFIC COAST DIRECTORY FOR 1886-1887 Giving Name, 
Business, and Address of Business and Professional Men of California, Oregon, 

Washington, British Columbia, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, and Montana Together with 
Sketches of the Different Towns, Giving Location, Population, Etc.  

 
L. M. McKenney & Co., Publishers,  

606 Montgomery Street, San Francisco. March 1886 
Pages 471-474 

 
 

NEVADA COUNTY.  Situated on the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad, 17 miles 
from Colfax on the C.P.R.R., is 72 miles from Sacramento and 155 miles from San 
Francisco. Population, over 4,500 within the corporate limits, and about 6,000 including 
the immediate suburbs. The population of the township is about 7,000. The town is 
beautifully situated at an elevation of 2,400 feet above sea level. In Grass Valley gold in 
quartz was first discovered on the Pacific Coast, and gold mining has been, since 1850, 
the principal industry of the place. The gold-bearing ledges are numerous, and 
prospecting is on the increase. The town has 20 public school teachers employed, besides 
some private schools; also St. Mary’s College and Orphan Asylum contains about 300 
children; 6 churches and almost all the benevolent societies are represented in the place. 
There are three newspapers: the Tidings, a daily evening paper, with a weekly edition, the 
Union, a daily morning paper, and the Methodist, a monthly paper. In and around the 
town are numerous orchards and vineyards. The town is well supplied with pure, fresh 
water from the higher Sierra, and the water works are so constructed as to give almost 
complete protection from fire. There are gas works in the town. Grass Valley is the center 
of trade for the agricultural portion and the mining business of the county. 
 
Allen D W, constable 
Aver John, saloon, 3 Mill 
AVERY’S LIVERY STABLE, Sam D Avery proprietor, 30 Main 
AVERY SAM D, blacksmith and wagonmaker, 32 Mill 
Baldwin Hugh J, notary public 
Bee Wm, hotel 
Bennetts Joseph, shoemaker 
Berg Alfred, jewelry, 22 Mill 
Best & Luke (John Best and Henry Luke) boots and shoes, 12 Mill 
Bethel S, U S deputy mineral surveyor 
Biggs Elam, hardware, 44 Mill 
Binkleman David, propr Grass Valley Brewery 
Blair W M, tailor, 81 Main 
Bolitho Samson, groceries, Auburn 
Bosworth S D, postmaster 
Brady A B, mining secretary 
Bremer Louis, furniture upholstery 



Britland W J, saloon, cor Broad and Pine 
Brunstetter Peter, planning mill and lumber 
Buja T, saloon 
Burrows A, atty-at-law and notary public 
Byrne Michael, drugs, 26 Mill 
Campbell J M, blacksmith 
CAMPBELL WM, groceries, provisions, wines and liquors, Mill 
CARR L M, millwright and builder, Mill 
Carson & Wetteran, proprs Omnibus Line 
Christopher Samuel, meat market, 48 Main 
Clinch IE, Mrs, dressmaker 
CLINCH W A, photographer, Mill 
Code James R, blacksmith and horseshoer 
Coleman & Glasson, groceries, provisions and meats 
Conaway J C & Bro (J C and G W) lumber, hay and grain, 37 Auburn 
Connor Timothy, saloon 
Cooley Thomas R, sec Horseshoe Mining Co, 78 Main 
Coombs A L, notary public 
Coombs, J L, physician and surgeon 
Cooper & Crawford, lumber dealers 
CORWIN WM F, harnessmaker and saddler, Neal bet Church and Mill 
Cowall Richard, saloon 
Crocker John R, blacksmith and wagonmaker 
Cryer Robert, saloon, 24 Mill 
Culver J A, carriage and wagon mfr 
Daley Patrick, boarding house, Mill 
Dalton T J (Catholic) 
DAVIS HENRY, justice of the peace and collector, Main 
Deamer Wm E, soda factory 
Dibble A B, attorney, Holbrooke Building, Main 
Dorsey Samuel P, agt Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Main 
Dulmaine Frank, saloon, Main 
East Eureka Mine, Geo Fletcher supt 
Eggert Herman C, barber and baths 
Eichel F, shoemaker 
Empire Mine, D McKay supt 
Ennor James, hotel 
Enos Joseph, saloon 
Ferrell & Vincent (John Ferrell and George Vincent) gents’ furnishing goods, cor Main 

and Mill 
Finnie Robert D, groceries and city trustee, 32 Mill 
Fischer Samuel, hardware 
FLETCHER GEORGE, secretary and auditor North Coast Narrow Gauge Railroad, 

Main 
FOOT HILL TIDINGS (daily and weekly) Spaulding & Shoemaker proprietors 
Foster Amy J, painters’ materials, 13 Mill 



Frank Catherine Mrs, propr Washington Brewery 
Freeman Eli, bakery and varieties, Main 
Fritz & Meier, brewery, cor Auburn and Richardson 
Gad B, clothing and furnishing goods 
Garvey Josephine Miss, dressmaker 
George John, gunsmith, Main 
GEORGE THOMAS, proprietor City Bus 
George William, notary public 
George William & Co (William George and F J Thomas) gen mdse 
Gilbert & Hosking (Joseph Gilbert and James Hosking) saloon, 64 Main 
Glasson Josiah, blacksmith, Neal below Mill 
Glennen Julia Miss, dressmaker 
Goodstein Bros (D and C) furnishing goods, Main 
GRASS VALLEY DAILY UNION (The) Mitchell & Compton proprietors, Main 
GRASS VALLEY GAS WORKS, John Montez proprietor, T B Penberthy 

superintendent, Main 
Gummoe Richard, blacksmith and wagonmaker 
Haas I, clothing 
Hancock Wm C, bootmaker 
Hankin C H, city trustee 
Hare Samuel C, groceries, 46 Mill 
Harris Jackson, barber 
Harris M P, dentist, Mill 
Harris S M, dentist, Mill 
HARRISON JACK, hair dressing and shaving saloon, 84 Main 
HAYS IRVIN W JR, dentist, Main 
Henderson John H, boots and shoes 
Hennessey Pat, gen mdse, Allison’s Ranch 
Heyder Wm, saloon 
Heyman J, boots, shoes and dry goods, 42 Mill 
Hicks Margaret Mrs, varieties, Main 
HILL GEO W, insurance agent 
HOBBY E J MRS, proprietress Western Hotel, 28 Main 
Hocking Edmund, saloon, Mill 
HOCKING THOS C, business manager Tidings 
Hocking & Son, varieties 
Hodge Jacob T, boarding house, Mill 
Hodge Thomas & Co, proprs Cty Brewery 
HOLBROOKE D P MRS, proprietress Holbrooke House 
HOLBROOKE HOUSE, Mrs D P Holbrooke proprietress, Henry Atwood manager 
Howe George S, jewelry, cor Main and Church 
HUSS FRANK, proprietor Greenwood Cemetery 
Idaho Mine, Ed Coleman pres and supt 
James E, saloon, N G Depot 
Jamieson Ebenezer, physician, Mill 
Jeffrey Robert, saloon 



Johns Jane Mrs, millinery and fancy goods, 52 Mill 
Johns Robert, blacksmith 
Johnson Bartel, furniture, Main 
Johnson John G, barber 
Johnston George, supt New York Hill Mine 
Johnston H B, gen ins agt, 14 Mill 
Johnston Peter, hardware, iron and steel 
Jones W C, physician and surgeon, Auburn 
Kenny J P Mrs, saloon, Mill 
KIDDER JOHN F, president and manager Nevada County N G R R, Bennett 
KITTS C W, attorney-at-law and notary public, 107 Main 
Kleine & Cooley, dry goods, 78 Main 
KOHLER WM, bakery, confectionery and candy factory, cor Bank and Church 
Lagos M B, saloon and lodgings 
Lakenan James M, foundry 
Lawrence & Barlon, foundry 
Little Geoge, gen mdse 
Lord George & Co (George and Wm G Lord) livery stable, 34-40 Main 
Loutzenheiser John G & William, druggists 
Loyd Elizabeth Mrs, millinery and dry goods, 30 Mill 
Manning James M, druggist, 54 Mill 
Martin A L Mrs, dressmaking 
Marwick D B, saloon 
McDonough Michael, saloon, Mill 
McKay John, harnessmaker, 35 Mill 
McKay & Co, groceries, provisions, glassware and liquors 
McNeill C F, varieties 
Meagher Dennis, saloon 
Meier Wm (Fritz & Meier) 
Merrill M A Mrs, saloon and lodging house, cor Mill and Bank 
Michell & Bro (Wm J and P W) meat market, Mill 
Mitchell T J, see Banner Consolidated Tunnel Company, 59 Main 
Mitchell W H, hotel 
MITCHELL & COMPTON (Charles H Mitchell and A G Compton) proprietors Grass 

Valley Daily Union 
Mohawk Lumber Co 
MONTEZ JOHN, proprietor Grass Valley Gas Works 
Moore & Wright, blacksmiths and wagonmakers 
Morateur A, gen mdse 
Morgan & Carrow (Dan Morgan and Eli Carrow) horseshoers and blacksmiths, 26 Main 
Murphy M Mrs, millinery 
Murphy P S (Estate of) saloon 
Nathan Chas, dry goods, 10 Mill 
NELSON W W, saloon, 40 Mill 
NEVADA COUNTY NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD, John F Kidder president and 

manager, Geo Fletcher auditor and secretary 



Nevin John, blacksmith 
New York Hill Mine, Geo Johnston supt 
Nicholls Christopher, saloon 
Ninnis Wm, groceries and varieties 
North Star Mine, D McKay supt 
Novitzsky Henry, cigars and tobacco, Main 
Novitzsky Simon, clothing 
Oates Richard, bootmaker 
Orr J J, meat market 
Othet Thomas, groceries, grain and feed 
Palamountain, A M Mrs, restaurant and lodgings, 67 Main 
Paynter Philip H, justice of the peace, 31 Mill 
Pearce & Caddy, City Market 
PENBERTHY T B, superintendent Grass Valley Gas Works 
Penhall Bros (Wm and James) confectionery, Main 
Polkinghorn John, carriage painter, 32 Main 
Poole Wm, saloon, 8 Mill 
Pope, W C, auctioneer and undertaker 
Powell Wm, furniture and undertaker, Mill 
Prodger John H, watchmaker and jeweler 
Purcell Peter, stable, 94 Main 
Quick Israel, saloon 
Relley John W, dentist, 16½ Mill 
Reynolds O H, hack propr 
Reynolds Wm, city marshal 
Richards Wm T, Alta Soda Works, Church 
Ridge A J, atty-at-law, Main 
Ridge John R, notary public 
Riley P T, atty-at-law, Main 
ROBERTS ED A, notary public, 105 Main 
ROBERTS E W, attorney-at-law, 105 Main 
Robinson Will S, mgr W U Tel Co, Main 
Rogers Patrick, 10-Stamp Quartz Mill, Mill 
ROGERS, W H N, groceries, 10 Main 
Rosenfield I, wines and liquors, 69 Main 
Ruck Anton, bakery 
Sampson Ed, short-hand reporter in justice court, 90 Main 
Sanks Isaac T, restaurant and coffee saloon and city bill poster 
Saxon James, undertaker and furniture, 79 Main 
Scadden H Jr, grocer 
Shaefer Fred, tailor, Main 
Shaeffer Mary Mrs, restaurant, 70 Main 
SHOEMAKER JAMES P, editor The Tidings  
SHOEMAKER RUFUS, editor The Tidings 
Silvester Henry, grocer 
Sims Alex, see Phoenix Gold Mining Co 



Sink R H, Congregational minister 
Smith C W Mrs, lodgings 
Sparnon Harry, barber, Mill 
Spaulding & Shoemaker ( H S Spaulding and Rufus Shoemaker) proprs Foothill Tidings 
Spencer William K, notary public and stationer, Main 
Sprague P M, bootmaker, Main 
Sproul Michael, saloon 
Stein I & Bro, varieties 
Stevens G W, bootmaker, Church 
Stewart Henry J, planning mill, Mill 
Stokes William C, saloon 
Stone M P, city supt of schools 
Taylor M C, foundry 
Temby C, saloon, 67 Main 
Thomas Henry Capt, propr Railroad Hotel 
TIDINGS (The) (daily and weekly) established in 1847; independent; H S Spaulding 

proprietor and publisher, Thos C Hocking business manager, cor Church and Neal 
Tietjen & Parsons (D Tietjen and W E Parsons) cigar factory, 103 Main 
Townsend C C, constable, Main 
Tracey George, furniture, 7 Mill 
Treloar William M, groceries, provisions and crockery 
Turner William H, varieties 
Uphoff Herman, pres board of trustees and saloon 
Upton John W, saloon and bowling alley 
Uren Charles E, U S surveyor, Holbrooke Building 
Van Orden Wm B, groceries 
Vincent Richard, propr night coach line to Nevada City, and livery stable, 12 Main 
Voice L D, saloon, Mill 
Waggoner F R, physician, cor Main and Church 
Watt & Co, groceries and liquors 
Webster Thomas, barber 
Weissbein Bros & Co (Jacob and Joseph Weissbein) bankers and brokers, 68 Main 
West Albert D, feed store, Main 
WESTERN HOTEL, Mrs E J Hobby proprietress, 28 Main 
Whiteside George W, lumber yard, Auburn 
Wilder R S, brewer and bottler 
Wilhelm L C, meat market, 6 Mill 
Wilhelm T H, meat market, 77 Main 
Willett & Haney (J B Willett and J S Haney) candy factory and variety store, 28 Main 
Wohler Henry, furniture, carpets and upholstering 
Woodfield W H, bootmaker, Mill 
YEO SAMUEL, dry goods, millinery, notions, carpets and boots and shoes, 16 and 18 

Mill 
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